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What is Sustainability?

Meeting the needs of the present 
without compromising the 
ability of future generations to 
meet their own needs

-United Nations World Commission of Development and  Environm
ent

Sustainability and Sustainable Development  Goals (SDGs)



What is Sustainable Development?

“Development that meets the needs of the present 

without compromising the ability of future generations 

to meet their own needs” 

the globally accepted definition adopted in 1987 at the 

World Commission on Environment and Development 

In other words, Sustainable Development is the criteria for achieving social and

economic progress in ways that will not exhaust the earth’s finite resources and not

exploit or impoverish one grouping of people for the enrichment of another.



UNESCO

United Nations Educational, 
Scientific, and Cultural 
Organization 

Two of it’s key areas of focus:

Innovation, Sustainability & 
Education



UNESCO helps us define Elements of Sustainability 

1. Natural systems: provide resources 
– air, water, soil, food, etc. – that sup
port all life – human and non-huma
n;

2. Social and cultural systems: provid
e family, community and wider supp
ort for people to live together in wa
ys that are culturally appropriate.

3. Economic systems: provide a mean
s of livelihood ( jobs and income) for 
people.

4. Political systems: through which so
cial power is exercised to make polic
ies and decisions about the way soci
al and economic systems use resour
ces in the natural environment. (UNESC
O, Teaching and Learning for Sustainability, 1997)



What is Sustainability?

Sustainability brings three elements in
to harmony:



How Do We “Achieve” Sustainability? 

“ Achieving sustainability will depend ultimately on changes 
in behavior and lifestyles, changes which will need to be 
motivated by a shift in values and rooted in the cultural 
and moral precepts upon which behavior is predicated.”

-Teaching and Learning for A Sustainable Future, UNESCO, 1997



Please describe SD 
in max 3 key words or 1 sentence



Q1. How much do you know about the U
N Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)?

A) What SDGs?

B) I’ve heard of them

C) I know a bit about them but 
I’m not sure how they apply 
to me

D) I’m actively working towards 
1 of more of the goals

E) What don’t I know!

#KentESD



Sustainable Development 
Goals (SDGs): Background

• The SDGs were developed by the UN Open Working Group on 
Sustainable Development between March 14, 2013 to July 19, 2
014.

• The post-2015 intergovernmental negotiations (January 19 to A
ugust 2, 2015) took over the SDGs with minor changes.

• The SDGs became an integral part of the 2030 Agenda, but it is 
important to keep in mind that the SDGs are just one of the 203
0 Agenda chapters, among the Preamble, Declaration, Sustainab
le Development Goals and targets, Means of implementation an
d the Global Partnership, Follow-up and Review.



From MDGs to
SDGs



1. MDGs & SDGs/MDGs

- The Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) were the eight international development
goals for the year 2015 that had been established following the Millennium Summit of the
United Nations in 2000, following the adoption of the United Nations Millennium
Declaration. All 189 United Nations member states at the time (there are 193 currently),
and at least 23 international organizations, committed to help achieve the following
Millennium Development Goals by 2015:

1)  To eradicate extreme poverty and hunger
2)  To achieve universal primary education
3)  To promote gender equality and empower women
4)  To reduce child mortality
5)  To improve maternal health
6)  To combat HIV/AIDS, malaria, and other diseases
7) To ensure environmental sustainability
8)  To develop a global partnership for development



1. MDGs & SDGs/Comparison



1. MDGs & SDGs/Comparison

MDG SDG

Traditional assistance Traditional assistance
+ Universal goals

Limited goals More comprehensive 

Top-down process Inclusive goal setting 

Traditional statistics Traditional + Data revolution

Hunger and poverty together Distinction

Quantity Education Quality Education

Funding: Focus on ODA Broader set of financial sources 





What are the 
2030 Sustainable Development Goals?

On September 25, 2015, after three years of debate and negotiations, 

all 193 member-nations of the UN, including the United States, voted unanim

ously to adopt these global Sustainable Development Goals (SDG’s), stating:

“On behalf of the peoples we serve, we have adopted a historic decision on a 

comprehensive, far-reaching and people-centered set of universal and 

transformative goals and targets. We commit ourselves to working tirelessly 

for the full implementation of this agenda by 2030.”

Declaration of the 2030 Agenda for sustainable Development



Who wrote the 
2030 Agenda and 
the 17 Goals?

Representatives from all 193 member 

nations of the UN and hundreds of

Non-Government Organizations (NGOs

) and civil society groups representing 

indigenous people, small farmers, 

working people, environmental movem

ent people, scientists, social workers, 

minorities, women’s groups and other 

stakeholders over a three year period of 

time.





The 2030 Sustainable Development Goals

• The main goals focus on the 5 Ps
• People: the wellbeing of all people
• Planet: protection of the earth’s ecosystems
• Prosperity: continued economic & technological gro

wth
• Peace: securing peace
• Partnership: improving international cooperation

• These five aspects are interdependent

• Therefore the SDGs demand integrated thinking
as well as integrated approaches to achieving th
e goals



The focus on People

1. End poverty in all its forms everywhere

2. End hunger, achieve food security and improved nutrition and 
promote sustainable agriculture

3. Ensure healthy lives and promote well-being for all at all ages

4. Ensure inclusive and equitable quality education and promote 
lifelong learning opportunities for all

5. Achieve gender equality and empower all women and girls



The focus on the Planet and on Prosperity

6. Ensure availability and sustainable management of wat
er and sanitation for all

7. Ensure access to affordable, reliable, sustainable and m
odern energy for all

8. Promote sustained, inclusive and sustainable economic 
growth, full and productive employment and decent w
ork for all

9. Build resilient infrastructure, promote inclusive and sust
ainable industrialization and foster innovation

10. Reduce inequality within and among countries

11. Make cities and human settlements inclusive, safe, resili
ent and sustainable



The Planet and Prosperity (cont.)
12. Ensure sustainable consumption and production p

atterns

13. Take urgent action to combat climate change and 
its impacts

14. Conserve and sustainably use the oceans, seas an
d marine resources for sustainable development

15. Protect, restore and promote sustainable use of te
rrestrial ecosystems, sustainably manage forests, c
omat desertification, and halt and reverse land de
gradation and halt biodiversity loss



The focus on Peace
16. Promote peaceful and inclusive societies for sustaina

ble development, provide access to justice for all an
d build effective, accountable and inclusive institutio
ns at all levels

•The focus on Partnerships
17. Strengthen the means of implementation and revit

alise the global partnership for sustainable develop
ment
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The Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), officially known as Transforming our world: the 2030 Agenda for

Sustainable Development, sets out an ambitious plan of action for People, Planet, Prosperity, Peace and Partners

hip with objective of LEAVING NO ONE BEHIND.

Millennium Development 
Goals (MDGs)

2000  2015

Sustainable Development 
Goals (SDG)

2016  2030

MDGs SDG

8 Goals 17

17 Targets 169

65 Indicators 244

Less comprehen

sive

Scope Comprehensive

Macro Level

Halve Targets Aspirations

Leave no one behi

nd

Zero Targets

Individual Goals Trade-offs Interconnected and 

Cross-cutting goal

s

11 Agencies > 70

The Sustainable Development Goals (SDG):  
a set of universally applicable goals that balances the three dimensions of sustainable development:  

social, environmental and economy



Comparing the MDGs and the 2030 
Agenda

Millennium Development 
Goals (MDGs)

2030 Agenda

Adopted in 2000 and end 
in 2015

Adopted in 2015 and end in 2030

Focus on developing coun
tries

Universal, applies to all countries

To reduce extreme poverty To eradicate poverty in all its forms and and to realize 
economic empowerment through sustainable 

development
8 goals and 18 targets wit

h 48 indicators
17 goals and 169 targets with 231 global indicators

No references to persons 
with disabilities

7 references in SDGs: education (2), employment, reducin
g inequalities, inclusive cities (2), disaggregation of data b

y disability
(All together 11 in Agenda 2030 and 9 in global indicat

ors)





End poverty in all its forms everywhere



End hunger, achieve food security and improved 

nutrition and promote sustainable agriculture



Ensure healthy lives and promote 

well-being for all at all ages



Ensure inclusive and equitable, quality education 

and promote lifelong learning opportunities



Achieve gender equality and empower 

all women and girls



Ensure availability and sustainable managemen

t of water and sanitation for all



Ensure access to affordable, reliable sust

ainable and modern energy for all



Promote sustained, inclusive and sustainable economi

c growth, full and productive employment and decent 

work for all



Build resilient infrastructure, promote incl

usive and sustainable industrialization an

d foster innovation



Reduce inequality within 

and among countries



Make cities and human settlements inclu

sive, safe, resilient and sustainable



Ensure sustainable consumption and prod

uction patterns



Take urgent action to combat climate cha

nge and its impacts



Conserve and sustainably use the oceans, seas and 

marine resources for sustainable development



Protect, restore and promote sustainable use of 

terrestrial ecosystems, sustainably manage forests, 

combat desertification, and halt and reverse land degradati

on and halt biodiversity loss



Promote peaceful and inclusive societies for sustainable development

, provide access to justice for all and build effective, accountable and i

nclusive institutions at all levels



Strengthen the means of implementation 

and revitalize the global partnership for S

ustainable Development



We love SDGs song

Lyrics and Commentaries
http://17goals.org/we-love-the-sdgs/
http://17goals.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/12/We-Love-the-SDGs-Study-Guide-v2.pdf
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SDGs

RESULTS FRAMEW

ORK
Sustainable 

Development 

Goals

VISION

— & —

PRINCIPLES
Reflected in declaration

Global Partnership

Means of Implementation (MoIs)

IMPLEMENTATION

FOLLOW-UP & 

REVIEW 

The 2030 Agenda 

Image with thanks to the UN: sustainabledevelopment.un.org











Why is it so hard to put into action?

No One Sees the System!



Curriculum making

We experience / essential knowledge

Our curriculum


